
An Issue This Nation 
Cannot Ignore

BARACK OBAMA’S 
SPEECH ON RACE,
MARCH 18, 2008

Thomas Milton Kemnitz

Royal Fireworks Press
Unionville, New York 



Table of Contents

Introduction.............................................................................................1

Chapter 1:  �The Historical Context.........................................................4

The Text of Speech...............................................................................10

Chapter 2:  The Speech:  A More Perfect Union..................................23

Chapter 3:  The Preamble:  Setting the Tone........................................26

Chapter 4:  Obama’s Candidacy of Unity and Hope............................33

Chapter 5:  The Conversation About Race...........................................36

Chapter 6:  �Our Current Situation:  
Resentment, Anger, and Stalemate.....................................43

Chapter 7:  Forward from Stalemate to Policy Changes......................47

Chapter 8:  The Path to Our Future Together.......................................53

Chapter 9:  The Vocabulary of the Speech............................................56

Chapter 10:  �Grammar..........................................................................65

Chapter 11:  �Poetic Devices..................................................................68

Chapter 12:  The Structure of Obama’s Unity......................................77

Chapter 13:  The Reaction....................................................................84

Chapter 14:  Conclusion.......................................................................88


